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Welcome Fr. Peter! 

Fr. Peter Giovanoni visited St. Michael’s in October shortly after the announcement of 
his assignment  to  our  parish. He  spent the last four years at Our Lady Queen of 
Peace church in Washington, D.C.   
 Originally from Bath, New York, Fr. Peter’s family moved to Halfway, 
Maryland  when he was four.  He studied at the University of Maryland and received a 
BS degree in physics and a BS, MS and PhD in astronomy. He was an instructor in 
astronomy at the university for a year.  
 After this Fr. Peter applied to the seminary and entered Theological 
College to study for the priesthood in our archdiocese. He was ordained a priest  on 
June 9, 2001. He served as parochial vicar at St. Peter’s in Olney and Holy Comforter – 
St. Cyprian in Washington, D.C. He then was chaplain for the Newman Center at 
George Washington  University before he became pastor at Our Lady Queen of Peace. 



A Message From The Principal 

All Saints Day is a holy day in the Latin Rite of the Catholic Church.  The Feast of All Saints, 

celebrated on November 1, was established in the 8th century by Pope Gregory III with the 

foundation of an oratory in St. Peter’s for the relics of the holy apostles, all saints known 

and unknown, martyrs and confessors, and of all the just made perfect. In our liturgies at 

Baptism, Confirmation, and at the Easter Vigil, we pray the Litany of the Saints. 

 

Today, on the Feast of All Saints, the St. Michael’s family prays for YOU—our known and 

unknown blessed saints.  Just a few weeks ago, Fr. Lee and I received the wonderful news 

that St. Michael’s School has been removed from the Archdiocese’s school consultation list 

and the threat of imminent closure has been lifted.  Why?  Because :  

 

•         SMS student enrollment has increased 12% this past year;  

•         SMS’ academic curriculum remains strong;   

•         SMS fundraising efforts continue to be robust.  

   

It was thrilling to hear this news.  Today, St. Michael’s School is open and welcoming 

students because of YOU!  Last year alone, your generosity allowed the Archangel 

Scholarship Foundation to award more than $214,000 in tuition assistance to St. Michael’s 

families!  You are indeed working miracles among us.  How deeply grateful I am for your 

unwavering support for our children.  I pray that you will continue to be generous to our 

school and our faith community by supporting upcoming school events as well as our fall 

Guardian Angel Appeal.  

 

With deepest appreciation for all you do, 

 

Lila Ridgell Hofmeister, Principal 

 

 P.S.  Our Cash Bash was held last weekend at the St. Mary’s County Fairgrounds.  A 

heartfelt thank you to the Sullivan Family for their leadership, to all Cash Bash committee 

members, our volunteers, vendors, and to all who purchased tickets and attended this 

highly successful event.  Please remember the St. Michael’s Fall Festival on Sunday, 

November 24.  Mark your calendars to enjoy the delicious dinner and to enjoy all the 

festivities surrounding it. 



A Message From Fr. Lee 

Dear St. Michael’s Family, 

 

My heart is full of gratitude to all of you for supporting St. Michael’s School in 

these past few years. When I arrived in 2009 the school community was 

already in full swing to address the financial difficulties.  Since then we have 

been so successful that as of this year, the 95th anniversary of St. Michael’s 

School , we are no longer on the Archdiocese of Washington’s Consultation 

list. We could not accomplish this without your help. That said, the only way 

we can continue is with your sustained commitment. I am sure that with this 

community and your contributions we can easily celebrate our 100th 

anniversary and beyond.  

As on November 13, 2013 I will be in my new assignment as pastor of 

Mother Seton parish in Germantown, Maryland. My time at St. Michael’s 

seems too short but it was extremely rewarding. We are a small community 

but its heart is larger than the Chesapeake Bay. Your strength is in the tight 

knit bonds that have been forged over many, many years and a love for 

what this parish and school have given to you and your families. With the 

ever increasing dissipation of local and social bonds, even in Ridge, we 

must remember the strength that comes from our faith. Even as faces and 

names change we have as a constant foundation the presence and love of 

Jesus Christ. It is faith in God that ultimately created our parish and school. 

There is no other reason for its existence. Therefore its continuity is 

dependent on more than just our efforts to raise money: it is in our 

dependence on God.  

I have been moved in these past few years in the way the children 

responded to the request to pray. Tens of thousands of Memorares have 

been said, five pilgrimages have been walked and each day we pray for our 

benefactors. I ask you to keep praying and asking God’s blessings on this 

community and for us to recognize His presence among us and His will for 

our lives.  

With hearts wide open and certainty in God’s goodness, we will continue to 

see great things happen at St. Michael’s. Thank you again for all your 

support and may God bless you for all you have done to help this beautiful 

place thrive.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Fr. Lee Fangmeyer 



SMS Cash Bash 2013 

The Cash Bash was held on  October 

25, 2013. It was cold, but sunny. A good 

crowd gathered to share the fun and 

anticipation wondering if their ticket 

would hold the  lucky numbers drawn. 

Thank-you to the Sullivan Family and 

other volunteers for all the hard work to 

make this event possible.  



Around The School 

All the classes at St. Michael’s School have been busy  in and around the 
school. SMS alumni attending Great Mills High School are distinguished in 
their R.OT.C uniforms. 



SMS 95th Anniversary and Pilgrimage 



St. Michael’s School History 

St. Michael’s School opened in 1918 for grades one through eight with four 

teachers who were members of the Missionary Servants of the Blessed Trinity.  

 

In 1922, there were 70 pupils and 5 Sisters of St. Joseph arrived from Hartford 

Connecticut. At least one Sister of St. Joseph continued to be at the school until 

1999.  

 

1,743 Students have graduated from St. Michaels’s Elementary School. The 

smallest class was in 1920 and 1921 with one student each. The largest graduating 

class was 46 students in 1970. 

 

Throughout our 95 year history, the goal has continued to be to develop a 

community built on Christ as we work, play, study and pray together.  

 

Our teachers are consistently recognized by the Archdiocese of Washington 

Catholic School System for the Golden Apple Award.  In each of the past three 

years, a St. Michael’s teacher has been selected for this award. 

 

Extremely proud that the National Catholic Education Association awarded St. 

Michael’s Home School Association two years in a row as the most distinguished 

organization for community involvement.  This award demonstrated the strong 

community support that SMS gives and receives through the Cash Bash, Auction 

and Thank-A-Million campaigns to keep the school open. 

 

In 2008, a video made by St. Michael’s students for Pope Benedict’s US visit 

received Honorable Mention and was played during the program. 

 

SMS graduates are prepared for success as they move into high school and 

beyond. We have a long list of graduates who were the valedictorians and 

salutatorians of their high school classes.  In one year, both Ryken and Great Mills 

valedictorians were SMS graduates.   

 

The college scholarship award amounts for St. Michael’s graduates leaving high 

school has often equaled a million dollars in offers.  

 

The artwork from St. Michael’s students has been displayed in Walters Gallery in 

Baltimore, Franciscan monastery and in Café des Artistes. 



Please help us continue the journey to help all our children receive a Catholic 

education.  Make a pledge or donation today and become a Guardian Angel 

for St. Michael’s School students. You can make your gift by check to the 

Archangel Scholarship Foundation, P.O. Box 259, Ridge, Maryland 20680 or 

online at www.archangelfoundation.wordpress.com. Be assured that your gift 

is 100% tax deductible and every dollar is applied directly towards supporting 

SMS through tuition assistance. Thank you! 
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